
YEAR 7- UNDERWATER LIFE PRINT

http://april-wilson.com/koiprints.html



WHY ARE WE STUDYING THIS?

•You will be introduced to mono-printing. This printing technique is 
important to know, as it can really elevate the accuracy of your 
recordings.

•We will also use wax resist and frottage, which will extend your skills 
in mark-making and texture that you developed in the last project.

•As always, we will be extending our written analysis and evaluative 
skills. 

•Again, this project builds on our appreciation of the natural world. 
However, this time we are focusing on life below water which is not 
only important for artists’ to appreciate, everyone has a duty to be 
aware, conserve and protect... 



https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs


HOMEWORK
Homework - Next term you will be taking inspiration from the natural 
forms that you’ve already studied to create an imaginative accessory in 
the form of a shoe or hat! In preparation for this, you are to create a 
design board showing your initial inspiration and ideas. Your art teacher 
will give you a layout template to help you fill your board with 
everything you need. 

Deadline-



1. Choose a Philip Treacy Hat

2. Choose 3

natural form images

for inspiration

Name:                                               Class:

3. Design 2 hats showing the front view and the side view.



http://www.vancouversun.com/news/photos+philip+treacy+collections/47

25477/story.html

https://en-us.lovehats.com/shop/both/designer/philip-treacy

https://en-us.lovehats.com/shop/both/designer/philip-treacy

https://uk.pinterest.com/SBlome/fauna/



WHAT ARE THE BASIC STAGES OF 
CREATING A DRAWING?

Learning Objective

• Develop drawing skills following a basic structure and guided stages. 

Learning Outcome

• Create a drawing of a fish using the tutorial. 

Links- “make images,” (3) “combine visual and tactile qualities,” (4) 
“manipulate materials and processes,” (5 and 6) “extend,” (7) “exploit the 
potential,” (8) 

http://www.mrsswainsartclass.com/tutorials.html

https://uk.pinterest.com/shelleywood83/7-underwater-life/

http://www.mrsswainsartclass.com/tutorials.html


How to draw a Fish!

www.mrsswainsartclass.com



We’re going to recreate this drawing of a fish. 



Sketch the initial shapes VERY LIGHTLY 

with a pencil.

Start with these basic shapes to get the 

scale and proportion accurate.

Then add more of the big shapes that 

make up the fish.  



To create the detail on the fins, add thin 

spikes from the body to the top of the fin.

Then join the tops of the spikes 

with U shapes.



Repeat the process with 

the spikes and U 

shapes on all of the fins.



Make the lines of the tail more 

curved.

Add the side spikes and 

central spike.



Add spikes in between

that follow the curve

and are equally spaced.



Add the detail to the face.

A dip on the top of the “nose.”

A border around the eye.

A circle off-centre- a reflection.

A circle in the middle. 



Add a very light guideline parallel to 

the fish’s back. 

Add a dashed line with stronger 

pressure. 



Add any other details and lines

that you can see in the image 

below.



Add the scales by starting at the eye.

1. 2.

3.



Add very light curved lines along the body of the fish. Use these lines as guidelines

to draw your scales.



When drawing 

the scales, you 

might find that 

your hand 

smudges your 

pencil lines.

To stop this 

happening, place 

a piece of paper 

under your hand.



Continue to add scales inside each stripe. 



At the tail, the lines need to be closer

together to create smaller scales.



When you finish the scales it will 

look something like this…



Now add detail to the fins by adding lines

in between the spikes.

It will look something like this…



Now to add more details to the face.

When adding tone to the eye, practice

releasing the pressure from your

pencil on a spare piece of paper first.



You can now add tone to your fish drawing.

Look carefully at the image and look for 

areas of shadow.

Change the pressure of your pencil to 

achieve a smooth transition of light and dark.

Start with the head…

…then the gil and side fin.



… then add tone to the top and 

bottom of the body. 



When adding tone to the fins and

tail, shade in between the spikes

and only shade close to the body,

not at the edge.



You can then use an eraser to rub out 

any smudges that you may have made…

…and some of the guidelines

that are more obvious.



You have now finished your fish

drawing!

As always, make sure 

you refine your 

shading and neaten 

edges.



WHAT IS GYOTAKU?

Learning Objective

• To develop our understanding of the technique Gyotaku.

Learning Outcome

• To create a research page about Gyoktaku.

Links- “comment on,” (3) “relate / compare,” (4) “analyse,” (5) “ideas and 
meanings,” (6) “context,” (7) “evaluate sims / diffs,” (8)

https://uk.pinterest.com/shelleywood83/7-underwater-life/



http://boysalmanac.com/2008/12/10/the-art-of-fish-preservation-gyotaku/ https://www.etsy.com/uk/listing/88718629/



GYOTAKU

Create a Research Page about Gyotaku.
Use the following framework…

- What is Gyotaku?
- What is the legend behind it?

- Explain the method of doing it.
- What is good about this method?

- What are the ethical implications of this
method? (See UN Goals- next slide)

http://ed.ted.com/lessons/gyotaku-the-ancient-japanese-art-of-printing-fish-k-erica-dodge

WATCH VIDEO

http://ed.ted.com/lessons/gyotaku-the-ancient-japanese-art-of-printing-fish-k-erica-dodge
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/gyotaku-the-ancient-japanese-art-of-printing-fish-k-erica-dodge


 

Adapted for Dulwich College Shanghai, November 2016 from: Skills@Library, University of Leeds, 

library.leeds.ac.uk/downloads/393/referencing_lecturers.  

 

 

 

Referencing vocabulary 

Citation 

Reference 

Works Cited 

List 
 

Bibliography 

Appears in the text of your work, 
wherever you use a quote or 
incorporate an idea you have picked 
up from another source. 

 

Appears at the end of your work and 
gives full details of the source of your 

information. 

An alphabetical list of your references 
at the end of your work giving full 
details of sources cited within your 
workand gives full details of the 
source of your information. 

 

An alphabetical list at the end of 
your work which gives the full details 
of all sources which you have read 
even if they are not cited in your text. 

 

Ekman, Hans-Göran. Strindberg and the Five Senses: Studies in 

Strindberg’s Chamber Plays. Continuum International Publishing 

Group, London, 2000. 

 

Ekman, Hans-Göran. Strindberg and the Five Senses: Studies in 

Strindberg’s Chamber Plays. Continuum International 

Publishing Group, London, 2000 

Gaiman, Neil. “Neil Gaiman: Why Our Future Depends on Libraries, 

Reading and Daydreaming.” The Guardian, 29 Jan. 2016. 

www.theguardian.com/books/2013/oct/15/neil-gaiman-

future-libraries-reading-daydreaming. Accessed 12 March 

2016. 

Met Office - Weather. “What Are Hurricanes, Typhoons and 

Tropical Cyclones?” YouTube. 14 Nov. 2011. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=SSx_gisp24w. Accessed 15 

Sept. 2016. 

Appealing to multiple senses enriches drama (Ekman 7). That 
the audience should not only listen or look to a play might be 

a new concept. The playwright Strindberg is the master of 
this. “Strindberg himself experienced his surroundings (…) 
with all his senses” (Ekman 6). Ekman explains how 
Strindberg plays with sight in his chamber plays (64).  



http://www.easybib.com/mla8-format/painting-artwork-citation

(At the end of your essay / writing) 

Work Cited-

Kamei, Toru. “Vanitas-Still Life with Flowers and Insects.” The Order 

of the Good Death, Caitlin Doughty, Japan, 17 Jan. 2013, 

www.orderofthegooddeath.com/mortality-meditation-with-artist-

toru-kamei.

Next to the image...

Title, Artist, Year

Vanitas-Still Life with Flowers 

and Insects, Toru Kamei, 2008



WHAT IS A MONOPRINT?

Learning Objective

• Develop monoprinting and recording skills.

Learning Outcome

• Create a monoprint of a fish.

Links- “make images,” (3) “combine visual and tactile qualities,” (4) 
“manipulate materials and processes,” (5 and 6) “extend,” (7) “exploit the 
potential,” (8) 

https://uk.pinterest.com/shelleywood83/7-underwater-life/



http://fabforgottennobility.tumblr.com/post/66155234538STUDENT WORK



WHAT IS WAX RESIST?

Learning Objective

• Develop skills in texture and markmaking through wax resist. 

Learning Outcome

• Create a textural background using wax resist and watercolour. 

Links- “make images,” (3) “combine visual and tactile qualities,” (4) 
“manipulate materials and processes,” (5 and 6) “extend,” (7) “exploit the 
potential,” (8) 

https://uk.pinterest.com/shelleywood83/7-underwater-life/



STUDENT WORK



WHAT IS FROTTAGE?

Learning Objective

• Develop skills in texture and markmaking through frottage

Learning Outcome

• Create rubbings of leaves using oil pastels / wax crayons. 

Links- “make images,” (3) “combine visual and tactile qualities,” (4) 
“manipulate materials and processes,” (5 and 6) “extend,” (7) “exploit the 
potential,” (8) 

https://uk.pinterest.com/shelleywood83/7-underwater-life/



http://www.ecokidsart.com/thanksgiving-crayon-leaf-rubbing-

cards-kids-art-project/

http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2010/10/leaf-rubbing-tree.html



WHAT ARE THE 3 COMPONENTS OF APRIL 
WILSON’S WORK?

Learning Objective

• Develop understanding of the work of April Wilson.

• Develop composition and assemblage skills.

Learning Outcome

• Use previous techniques to assemble a composition inpsired by the work 
of April Wilson.

Links- “make images,” (3) “combine visual and tactile qualities,” (4) 
“manipulate materials and processes,” (5 and 6) “extend,” (7) “exploit the 
potential,” (8) 

https://uk.pinterest.com/shelleywood83/7-underwater-life/



http://april-wilson.com/koiprints.htmlApril Wilson



HOW DO WE EVALUATE OUR ART WORK?

Learning Objective

• Develop an understanding of the Evaluation process.

• Develop an understanding of our own skills, knowledge and practical 
performance.

Learning Outcome

• Use the writing frame to write an evaluation of all of the work completed 
this term.

Links- “comment on,” (3) “relate / compare,” (4) “analyse,” (5) “ideas and 
meanings,” (6) “context,” (7) “evaluate sims / diffs,” (8)

https://uk.pinterest.com/shelleywood83/7-underwater-life/


