
GRADE 9- SURFACES
Aesthetic

Personal and Cultural 
Expression

STUDENT WORK



ART IS A PROCESS, NOT A 
PRODUCT

Inquiry Statement



WHY ARE WE STUDYING THIS?

• Texture is one of the key visual elements in Art and Design and is often 
utilized to add variation, interest or visual noise to an image or artwork. 
Often, texture and surfaces are a contributing factor (an interesting 
background to work on top of or a means to enhance realism) but what if 
we make “surface” our main focus?

• In concentrating so fully on one visual element, we can build our proficiency 
in creating texture in our future works. 

•Also, by zooming in so much to a surface, the representation of a 
recognizable object is lost, thus the process creates abstraction. 

•Using a visual element as a starting point is so open in terms of concept or 
narrative that you will need to develop your independent thinking skills and 
personal approaches to ensure your work has meaning and context.

•As always, we will be using structures, skills and thinking frames that will 
prepare you for your assessment task in Year 5 of the MYP and ultimately 
Visual Arts in the DP.



Texture in Visual Arts...

noun. /ˈtɛkstʃər

the way a surface, substance, or piece of cloth feels when you touch it, for 
example how rough, smooth, hard, or soft it is

the soft texture of velvet

She uses a variety of different colors and textures in her wall hangings.

The method used will vary with the soil texture and climate.

Oxford Learner’s Dictionary



Descriptive Language...

Max Ernst

Kwangho Shin

Richard Wilson



Texture in Literature...

Texture, the concrete, physical elements of prose or poetry that are separate from the 
structure or argument of the work. Such elements include metaphor, imagery, metre, and 
rhyme. 

Suddenly I noticed that the men were backing away from Miss Maudie’s house, moving down the street toward 

us. They were no longer carrying furniture. The fire was well into the second floor and had eaten its way to the 

roof: window frames were black against a vivid orange center.

“Jem, it looks like a pumpkin—”

“Scout, look!”

Smoke was rolling off our house and Miss Rachel’s house like fog off a riverbank, and men were pulling hoses 

toward them. Behind us, the fire truck from Abbottsville screamed around the curve and stopped in front of our 

house.

To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee

https://www.britannica.com/art/poetry
https://www.britannica.com/art/metaphor
https://www.britannica.com/art/metre-prosody
https://www.britannica.com/art/rhyme


Texture in Dance...
Texture in dance refers to the feeling of a movement, whether it be strong, soft, or 
sharp. This can be how something feels in your own body or how something feels when 
it is presented to the viewer. It's essentially the same as something being rough or 
fuzzy, but in terms of dance.

Kaitlyn Sloan



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8n9Gt_b8ARM


Texture in Music...

the quality created by the combination of the different elements in a work of music or 
literature.

"a closely knit symphonic texture"

Oxford Dictionary



ART IS A PROCESS, NOT A 
PRODUCT

Inquiry Statement



WHEN IS PROCESS MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN PRODUCT?

Inquiry Question



WHEN IS PROCESS MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN PRODUCT?

 Purpose and function?

 Exploratory / investigative?

 Experimental?

 Collaborative?

 Temporary / undocumented?

 Live?

 Further thinking- Erwin Wurm’s 1 minute sculptures

Inquiry Question
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Dry Media



HOMEWORK

 Reflection-  WWW / EBI

  



Artist Analysis- Lauren Kusro

Kussro is a contemporary artist from the US. Her website can be found here. Our 

main inspiration from Kussro's work will be her drawings and paper cuts (click for 

links). 

What does Kussro's work investigate?

How is Kussro's investigations similar to our investigations?

Compare Kussro's drawings to your own. Similarities? 
Differences?

Describe Kussro's papercuts using the key visual elements. (Line, 
tone, texture, colour, pattern, shape, depth, composition)

Opinion- what do you think of Kussro's work? Like? Dislike? Why?

HOMEWORK

http://www.laurenkussro.com/
http://www.laurenkussro.com/alps/zws9s81m8pg7s2nk1ejzo34iehc27w
http://www.laurenkussro.com/cut-paper


HOW WILL OUR WORK BE 
ASSESSED?
 A Knowing & Understanding

 (i) demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the art form studied, including concepts, processes, and the use of 
subject-specific terminology 

 (ii) demonstrate an understanding of the role of the art form in original or displaced contexts 

 (iii) use acquired knowledge to purposefully inform artistic decisions in the process of creating artwork.

 B Developing Skills

 (i) demonstrate the acquisition and development of the skills and techniques of the art form studied 

 (ii) demonstrate the application of skills and techniques to create, perform and/or present art.

 C. Thinking Creatively

 (i) outline connections and transfer learning to new settings 

 (ii) create an artistic response inspired by the world around them 

 (iii) evaluate the artwork of self and others.

 D Responding

 (i) construct meaning and transfer learning to new settings 

 (ii) create an artistic response that intends to reflect or impact on the world around them 

 (iii) critique the artwork of self and others.



HOMEWORK

 Gather at least 6 photographs of different surfaces you can find in 
your environment. 

 Add notes- explanation, positives, limitations etc. 



HOW HAS PAPERCUTTING 
CHANGED OVER TIME?

Inquiry Question



Lauren Kusro
- Drawing



Lauren Kusro
- Paper cut



HOMEWORK

Inquiry Question

How has paper-cutting changed over time?
Traditional Chinese Papercuts through to contemporary 
artists like Kusro. 

What is the difference between Art and Craft? 

Is traditional Chinese paper-cutting Art or Craft? 

Is contemporary paper-cutting Art or Craft? 



Papercut



Yellena James
- Watercolour resist / white pen



Resist



Max Ernst- 
Sgraffito



HOMEWORK

 Add image(s) of resist to slide and add notes (process, positives, 
limitations etc. )

  



WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN ART AND CRAFT? 

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER 
EMBROIDERY TO BE?

Inquiry Question



Karin Lundström-
Embroidery on paper



Embroidery



HOMEWORK

 Add image(s) of embroidery to slide and add notes (process, 
positives, limitations etc. )

  



TO WHAT EXTENT DOES THE 
APPARENT IDENTITY OF THE 
MODEL IMPACT THE CONCEPT OF 
MORA’S DOUBLE EXPOSURES?  

Inquiry Question



Antonio Mora-
Double Exposure



Double Exposure



HOMEWORK

 Add image(s) of double exposure to slide and add notes (process, 
positives, limitations etc. )

  



Patrick Bremer-
Collage



Collage



HOMEWORK

 Add image(s) of collage to slide and add notes (process, positives, 
limitations etc. )

  



Experiment



HOMEWORK

 Add image(s) of experiment(s) to slide and add notes (process, 
positives, limitations etc. )

  



WHEN IS ART CONSIDERED TO 
BE ABSTRACT?

Inquiry Question



Thumbnails



HOW WILL OUR WORK BE 
ASSESSED?
 A Knowing & Understanding

 (i) demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the art form studied, including concepts, processes, and the use of 
subject-specific terminology 

 (ii) demonstrate an understanding of the role of the art form in original or displaced contexts 

 (iii) use acquired knowledge to purposefully inform artistic decisions in the process of creating artwork.

 B Developing Skills

 (i) demonstrate the acquisition and development of the skills and techniques of the art form studied 

 (ii) demonstrate the application of skills and techniques to create, perform and/or present art.

 C. Thinking Creatively

 (i) outline connections and transfer learning to new settings 

 (ii) create an artistic response inspired by the world around them 

 (iii) evaluate the artwork of self and others.

 D Responding

 (i) construct meaning and transfer learning to new settings 

 (ii) create an artistic response that intends to reflect or impact on the world around them 

 (iii) critique the artwork of self and others.



PROMPTS FOR COMMENTARY

 Theme

 Recording- photography + dry media

 Critial Appreciation- artists and techniques

 Experiments

 Ideas- Thumbnails

 Outcome- WWW / EBI

 Link to Inquiry Statement… 

 “Art is a process, not a product”



FURTHER READING

 Explore Mixed Media at the Tate and find further reading (including 
key essays) at the Met

 Palmer. J. The Art of Papercutting. Search Press

 Vannier. C. Threads: Contemporary Embroidery Art. Thames and 
Hudson

 Gardner. H. The 20th Century Art Book. Phaidon

 Gardner. H. The Art Book. Phaidon

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/m/mixed-media
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/keywords/mixed-media/

