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Vanitas

noun

1. a still-life painting of a 17th-century Dutch genre containing symbols of 

death or change as a reminder of their inevitability.

http://www.fredrikodman.com/
http://chirrylleeryan.virb.com/vanitas#/id

/i7286714 http://fatbrides.tumblr.com/post/6008120406
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WHY ARE WE STUDYING THIS?

•Vanitas is an important part of Art History, as the use of symbolism is 
still relevant today e.g. the skull represents mortality, the flower 
represents life.  

•In understanding these symbols, we can better understand symbolism 
used in contemporary art, media and literature. 

•Developing our own use of symbolism gives us means of explaining or 
portraying abstract concepts that we may struggle to find the words 
for. 

•As always, we will be developing our analytical and evaluative skills.



HOW DO WE ACHIEVE ACCURACY AND 
REFINE OUR PENCIL TONAL STUDIES?

Learning Objectives

•Develop an understanding of the structure of the skull.

•Develop our recording skills with emphasis on accuracy and refinement.

Learning Outcomes

•Create a pencil tonal study of the skull. 

Links- “make images,” (3) “combine visual and tactile qualities,” (4) “manipulate 
materials and processes,” (5 and 6) “extend,” (7) “exploit the potential,” (8)

https://uk.pinterest.com/shelleywood83/9-vanitas/
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HOMEWORK
You are to complete a mini sketchbook challenge. The sketchbooks will 
be provided by your teachers, along with a list of items that you must 
collect, photograph or draw. 

Do your best to complete the whole list and be imaginative in your 
responses!  

DEADLINE-
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WHAT WOULD YOUR VANITAS
SYMBOLISE?

Learning Objectives

•Develop our understanding of Vanitas and symbolism. 

•Develop our design and composition skills.

Learning Outcomes

•Create a collaged composition of your own Vanitas in which every object has 
symbollic significance to you. Annotate your composition to explain the 
meanings. 

•Attach a list of sources to the back to reference where the images are from.

Links- “make images,” (3) “combine visual and tactile qualities,” (4) “manipulate 
materials and processes,” (5 and 6) “extend,” (7) “exploit the potential,” (8)

https://uk.pinterest.com/shelleywood83/9-vanitas/



https://uk.pinterest.com/shelleywood83/9-vanitas/

WHAT IS VANITAS? WHAT DO THE 
OBJECTS SYMBOLISE? 

Learning Objectives

• To develop an understanding of the work of 17th Century Vanitas.

• To develop our analytical skills.

Learning Outcomes

• To write a critical analysis about a Vanitas painting.

• As well as using the framework, make sure you include a list of objects and the 
meaning. You will need this for your own Vanitas!

Links- “comment on,” (3) “relate / compare,” (4) “analyse,” (5) “ideas and 
meanings,” (6) “context,” (7) “evaluate sims / diffs,” (8)
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http://fatbrides.tumblr.com/post/60081204067
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Adapted for Dulwich College Shanghai, November 2016 from: Skills@Library, University of Leeds, 

library.leeds.ac.uk/downloads/393/referencing_lecturers.  

 

 

 

Referencing vocabulary 

Citation 

Reference 

Works Cited 

List 
 

Bibliography 

Appears in the text of your work, 
wherever you use a quote or 
incorporate an idea you have picked 
up from another source. 

 

Appears at the end of your work and 
gives full details of the source of your 

information. 

An alphabetical list of your references 
at the end of your work giving full 
details of sources cited within your 
workand gives full details of the 
source of your information. 

 

An alphabetical list at the end of 
your work which gives the full details 
of all sources which you have read 
even if they are not cited in your text. 

 

Ekman, Hans-Göran. Strindberg and the Five Senses: Studies in 

Strindberg’s Chamber Plays. Continuum International Publishing 

Group, London, 2000. 

 

Ekman, Hans-Göran. Strindberg and the Five Senses: Studies in 

Strindberg’s Chamber Plays. Continuum International 

Publishing Group, London, 2000 

Gaiman, Neil. “Neil Gaiman: Why Our Future Depends on Libraries, 

Reading and Daydreaming.” The Guardian, 29 Jan. 2016. 

www.theguardian.com/books/2013/oct/15/neil-gaiman-

future-libraries-reading-daydreaming. Accessed 12 March 

2016. 

Met Office - Weather. “What Are Hurricanes, Typhoons and 

Tropical Cyclones?” YouTube. 14 Nov. 2011. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=SSx_gisp24w. Accessed 15 

Sept. 2016. 

Appealing to multiple senses enriches drama (Ekman 7). That 
the audience should not only listen or look to a play might be 

a new concept. The playwright Strindberg is the master of 
this. “Strindberg himself experienced his surroundings (…) 
with all his senses” (Ekman 6). Ekman explains how 
Strindberg plays with sight in his chamber plays (64).  



http://www.easybib.com/mla8-format/painting-artwork-citation

(At the end of your essay / writing) 

Work Cited-

Kamei, Toru. “Vanitas-Still Life with Flowers and Insects.” The Order 

of the Good Death, Caitlin Doughty, Japan, 17 Jan. 2013, 

www.orderofthegooddeath.com/mortality-meditation-with-artist-

toru-kamei.

Next to the image...

Title, Artist, Year

Vanitas-Still Life with Flowers 

and Insects, Toru Kamei, 2008



HOW DO WE ACHIEVE ACCURACY AND 
REFINE MONO-PRINTING TECHNIQUES?

Learning Objectives

•Further develop our understanding of Vanitas.

•Develop our recording and monoprinting skills with emphasis on accuracy and 
refinement.

Learning Outcomes

•Create a monoprint of your vanitas composition. Experiment with ways to 
create tone and texture to suggest 3D form.

Links- “make images,” (3) “combine visual and tactile qualities,” (4) “manipulate 
materials and processes,” (5 and 6) “extend,” (7) “exploit the potential,” (8)

https://uk.pinterest.com/shelleywood83/9-vanitas/
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HOW DOES COLOUR AFFECT ATMOSPHERE 
AND MEANING?

Learning Objectives

•Develop our understanding of colour theory and symbolism.

•Develop our painting skills with watercolours and washes.

Learning Outcomes

•Photocopy your monoprint and add colour washes demonstrating tone, 
blending, and a secure knowledge of colour theory. 

Links- “make images,” (3) “combine visual and tactile qualities,” (4) “manipulate 
materials and processes,” (5 and 6) “extend,” (7) “exploit the potential,” (8)

https://uk.pinterest.com/shelleywood83/9-vanitas/
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HOW DO WE EVALUATE OUR ART WORK?

Learning Objectives

•Develop an understanding of the Evaluation process.

•Develop an understanding of our own skills, knowledge and practical 
performance.

Learning Outcomes

•Use the writing frame to write an evaluation of all of the work completed this 
term.

Links- “comment on,” (3) “relate / compare,” (4) “analyse,” (5) “ideas and 
meanings,” (6) “context,” (7) “evaluate sims / diffs,” (8)

https://uk.pinterest.com/shelleywood83/9-vanitas/


