
GRADE 9- LAYERS
Change

Identities and 
Relationships

SIGMAR POLKE



MIXED-MEDIA BREAKS THE 
BOUNDARIES OF ART 
DISCIPLINES, AS ART CAN BE 
MADE OF ANYTHING OR ANY 
COMBINATION OF THINGS.

Inquiry Statement



WHY ARE WE STUDYING THIS?

• Layers is another theme (like surfaces) that can be taken 
literally (layering materials / techniques) and 
conceptually (layers of emotion, in society, construction, 
growth). 

•You will reinvent a “traditional” subject matter through 
the idea of layers and making personal connections.

•As always, we will be using structures, skills and thinking 
frames that will prepare you for your assessment task in 
Year 5 of the MYP and ultimately Visual Arts in the DP.



LAYERS

● Choose your subject matter- 
 - portraits / the figure

 - architecture / landscape

 - the natural world

 - man-made objects

● Collect / plan your source 
imagery-
- take photos?

- collect secondary source? 

- question why that image? 

- question the effectiveness of 
the image as a source to work 
from

● Initial concept ideas-

- what do you want to say?

- how does it “answer” the theme 
of layers?

- how does your imagery support 
the theme and your concept? 

● Research artists who have 
explored your choice of subject 
matter using the following 
methods-

 - mixed media

 - monoprint 

 - paint washes

 - stencils



Objective A: Knowing 
and Understanding

Objective B: Developing 
SKills

Objective C: Thinking 
Creatively

Objective D: 
Responding

Year 5

In order to 
reach the aims  
of arts, students 
should be able 
to:

 (i) demonstrate _______ 
knowledge and 
understanding of the art 
form studied, including 
concepts, processes, and 
the use of subject-specific 
terminology 

 (ii) demonstrate _______ 
understanding of the role 
of the art form in original 
or displaced contexts 

 (iii) use __________ of 
acquired  knowledge to 
purposefully inform 
artistic decisions in the 
process of creating 
artwork.

 (i) demonstrate ________ 
acquisition and 
development of the skills 
and techniques of the art 
form studied 

 (ii) demonstrate 
________  application of 
skills and techniques to 
create, perform and/or 
present art.

 (i) develops ________  
artistic intention that is 
consistently feasible, 
clear, imaginative and 
coherent

 (ii) demonstrates 
________  range and 
depth of creative-thinking 
behaviours

 (iii) demonstrates 
________  exploration of 
ideas to effectively shape 
artistic intention through 
to a point of realization.

 

 (i) construct  ________ 
meaning and transfer 
learning to new settings 

 (ii) create _________ 
artistic response that 
intends to reflect or 
impact on the world 
around them 

 (iii) present __________ 
critique of the artwork of 
self and others.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA...

limited (1-2)

adequate (3-4)

substantial (5-6)

excellent (7-8)



WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN MIXED MEDIA AND 
MULTIMEDIA?

Inquiry Question



In visual art, mixed media is an artwork in which 

more than one medium or material has been 

employed. 

Mixed media art, a visual art, is distinguished from 

multimedia art which combines visual art with 

non-visual elements, such as recorded sound, 

literature, drama, dance, motion graphics, music, or 

interactivity.



Creating Layer 1...



WHEN DID MIXED MEDIA 
BEGIN? WHICH ARTISTS FIRST 
INTRODUCED THE IDEA?

Inquiry Question



1912

The use of mixed media began around 1912 with the cubist 

collages and constructions of Pablo Picasso and Georges 

Braque, and has become widespread as artists developed 

increasingly open attitudes to the media of art.

TATE- Art Terms





Creating Layer 2...

Enoc PerezChristina Dervin



HOW DID THE CUBISTS 
CHANGE ATTITUDES 
TOWARDS MEDIA / 
DISCIPLINES?

Inquiry Statement



All teacher feedback will now 
appear as a comment next to 
your journal page!

Let me know if you prefer FF or 
comments.



Creating Layer 3...

Jerome Rochette Sigmar Polke

Sigmar Polke



SIGMAR POLKE



RESEARCH 

INSPIRATION

COLOUR

TONE + TEXTURE

MATERIALS + TECHNIQUES

FORM + SHAPE

COMPOSITION

MEANING / PURPOSE

Analysis- Sigmar Polke

A (i,ii,iii)
D (i,ii)

Image of chosen Polke’s 
work



TO WHAT EXTENT DO THE 
MEDIA / TECHNIQUES WITHIN 
AN ARTWORK AFFECT THE 
COMMUNICATION OF THE 
CONCEPT?

Inquiry Statement



PLAN, COMPOSE, EXPERIMENT

Remember to refer back 

to your intitial mapping of 

ideas- what is your 

conce
pt? W

hat do you 

want to say? How will you 

communicate that in terms 

of imagery AND layering 

of media?



WHEN DOES A STUDY OR 
EXPERIMENT BECOME AN 
OUTCOME?

Inquiry Statement



Creating Layer 3...

Jerome Rochette Sigmar Polke

Sigmar Polke



Objective A: Knowing 
and Understanding

Objective B: Developing 
SKills

Objective C: Thinking 
Creatively

Objective D: 
Responding

Year 5

In order to 
reach the aims  
of arts, students 
should be able 
to:

 (i) demonstrate _______ 
knowledge and 
understanding of the art 
form studied, including 
concepts, processes, and 
the use of subject-specific 
terminology 

 (ii) demonstrate _______ 
understanding of the role 
of the art form in original 
or displaced contexts 

 (iii) use __________ of 
acquired  knowledge to 
purposefully inform 
artistic decisions in the 
process of creating 
artwork.

 (i) demonstrate ________ 
acquisition and 
development of the skills 
and techniques of the art 
form studied 

 (ii) demonstrate 
________  application of 
skills and techniques to 
create, perform and/or 
present art.

 (i) develops ________  
artistic intention that is 
consistently feasible, 
clear, imaginative and 
coherent

 (ii) demonstrates 
________  range and 
depth of creative-thinking 
behaviours

 (iii) demonstrates 
________  exploration of 
ideas to effectively shape 
artistic intention through 
to a point of realization.

 

 (i) construct  ________ 
meaning and transfer 
learning to new settings 

 (ii) create _________ 
artistic response that 
intends to reflect or 
impact on the world 
around them 

 (iii) present __________ 
critique of the artwork of 
self and others.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA...

limited (1-2)

adequate (3-4)

substantial (5-6)

excellent (7-8)



Outcome - “Layers”

• Add image of final outcome Concept-  what is the purpose of your outcome?

Reflection- how successful is your outcome in 
portraying surface? Why? 

Reflection- how could you improve your 
outcome?

Method- how did you create your outcome?

A (i,ii,iii)
B (i,ii)
D (i,ii,iii)

A (i,ii,iii)
B (i,ii)
C (iii)
D (i,ii,iii)

How does your outcome 
respond to the theme 
“Layers?” 

How does your concept 
relate to you or the world 
around you?

How have you used the 
new techniques you have 
learnt during this unit? 

Consider…
How does your work 
compare / relate to the work 
of others? Polke in 
particular.



FURTHER READING

 Angie Hani- Rip and Reconstruct (Ted Talk)

 Palmer. J. The Art of Papercutting. Search Press

 Chapin Seitz. W. The Art of Assemblage. Museum of Modern Art

 Gantefuhrer-Trier. A. Cubism. Taschen

 Berger. J. Ways of Seeing. Penguin Books

 Gardner. H. The 20th Century Art Book. Phaidon

 Gardner. H. The Art Book. Phaidon

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJqiJmz8nU4

