
“COMMUNITY COHESION  
in a New Landscape” 



Community Cohesion? 
•  Review of the OFSTED Framework- co-co 

probably won’t be part of it, no formal assessment 
•  Possible abolition of duties- co-co should still be 

a requirement 
•  Academies- requirement to promote co-co, share 

resources and facilities with other schools and 
organisations, ensure the academy is at the heart 
of the community. 

•  Introduction of 2 premiums- The Pupil Premium 
(vulnerable students / promote social mobility) and  
The Fairness Premium (provisions for all, 
disadvantaged / minorities) 

•  Community Cohesion out – Preventing 
Extremism in! (Stereotyping and Stigmas) 



Former Government… 
 
 
    “To achieve a successful, sustainable and 

harmonious community we need to foster a 
cultural and attitudinal change and return to those 
essential values that prioritise public and 
community service. Where young people are 
cherished, encouraged and nurtured and older 
citizens are respected, valued and maintained in a 
good standard of life.”  

 
Barry Sheerman (Chairman of Education Select 

Committee) 



New Government… 
 
   “I fear that duties on schools, and 

teachers, to fulfil a variety of noble 
purposes - everything from promoting 
community cohesion to developing 
relationships with other public bodies, 
trusts, committees and panels gets in the 
way of their core purpose – education.” 

 
Michael Gove (Secretary of State for 

Children) What is education for? Speech to 
the RSA 



Co-co matters now more than ever! 
•  Budget cuts (public sector) up to 40% in some cases- rise in 

unemployment and unrest in the community 
 
•  Britain is hyper diverse -by 2034 23% of the population will be 

65 and over compared to 18% under 16s. Ethnic minorities are 
generally young populations. “Mixed” is the fastest growing 
ethnic group. (www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?id=949)  

 
•  Persistent inequalities -girls outperforming boys. FSM- less 

than ½ as likely to get 5 A-Cs. Gypsy / Travellor children- worst 
performing group- results actually getting worse. Being a black 
male has a greater impact on numeracy than having a learning 
difficulty. 

 
•  Increased migration -leads to… 
 
•  Rise in extremism -grievances / feelings of victimisation 

shouldn’t be ignored- Rise of the EDL (English Defence 
League)- the “new” BNP 

 
•  Globalisation 



Assessing co-co at de Ferrers 
1- What do we know about the context 

of the college in respect of co-co? 
 
2- Have we planned and taken an 

appropriate set of actions to promote 
co-co? 

 
3- What impact are we having? 

Ofsted framework 2008 



1- What do we know? 
So far, 
•  Initial Curriculum Audit 
•  Previous Inspections  
•  SEF 
•  Observations (Just from being in the 

college) 

Now, 
•  Specific audits (whole college, curriculum, 

A+G etc) 
•  Monitoring and recording (Termly co-co 

report- DPLs / DSFS?) 
 









2-Action Planning? 
So far, 
•  Co-co working team formed 
•  Ideas and contributions gathered 

Now, 
•  Research and implementation of 

following projects… 
 



•  Know your students / Know your community - 
Staff Development (6th R)  

 
•  Student ownership of co-co - student group, 

video, assembly, student voice- students teaching 
students and the community what co-co is. 

  
•  Extended Schools - engaging parents, “safe 

place to be” 
 
•  de Ferrers on the road! - taking students out into 

the community (art in residential homes etc) 
 
•  Student Tasking (community tasking) - 

community police 

•  Community events - open days, “giants” project.  



3- Impact? 
So far, 
•  SEF 
•  Anecdotal / observational evidence 

Now, 
•  Soft Evidence- Surveys, 

questionairres, letters, anecdotal, 
case studies. 

•  Data based evidence… 



MEASURING the Impact 
It is possible to use data to specifically target groups 

and individuals (based on catchment information 
and academic data) and in turn track the impact 
that the provision has made.  

 
Information from different districts within our 

catchment- %A-Cs, life expectancy, 
unemployment, ethnic backgrounds, average 
salary etc.   

Information about individuals / groups of students- 
residuals, expected grades, learning habits, 
attendance, punctuality, FSM etc.  



e.g. 
 
A yr 8 Islamic Calligraphy Workshop-  
 
- Group 1- Muslim students who are under achieving in Art 
and Design to encourage them to improve their art skills 
and access the art curriculum.  
 
-  Group 2- Students who live in a predominantly white, low 
income area who have been involved in low level disruptive/ 
racist behaviour to improve their understanding of other 
faiths and cultures and dispel myths and misconceptions.  

Impact measured-  
 
-  Group 1- improved learning habits and attainment in art 
and design 
 
- Group 2- fewer number of racially led incidents  



COMMUNITY COHESION MATTERS!  


