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Top Tip #1 

•  Ask students questions that you want to 
know the answer to. If you already know 
the answer chances are it will be a low 
level question… 

e.g. What is the complementary colour of 
red? (knowledge) 

 
Higher Order questions might look like this… 
 



Top Tip #1 

•  What do you already know about the 
subject? 

•  What do you think or feel about the 
subject?  

•  What would you like to know or learn?  



Top Tip #2 

•  Allow students enough time to think about 
their answer. 

•  If involved in a class discussion allow up to 
10 seconds for students to think about 
their answer. 

•  If using think, pair, share- allow 30 
seconds or more in their pairs before 
feeding back.  



Top Tip #3 
•  Ask questions that target the higher order 

thinking skills.  
 
Ø Analyse 
Ø Synthesise 
Ø Evaluate 

•  E.g… 



Analyse 

•  Thinking skill - The learner takes the 
information learned and does something 
with it. 

•  Key questions - Why do you think...? 
What conclusions can you draw? How 
would you categorise...? What is the 
function of...? Can you group these ideas 
into three categories? What motive could 
there have been to...? 



Synthesise 

•  Thinking skill - The learner creates new 
information and ideas from previous 
learning. 

•  Key questions - What would happen if...? 
How could you change...? What facts can 
you compile? Can you predict the outcome 
of...? How could you estimate the result 
of...? 



Evaluate 

•  Thinking skill - The learner makes 
judgements about learned information on 
the basis of established criteria. 

•  Key questions - What is your opinion 
of...? Would it be better if...? How would 
you justify...? How would you compare...? 
How would you prove that...? 



HOT Cards 

•  Cards with prompts to encourage different 
levels of thinking. 

•  Everyone can start with knowledge and  
comprehension and then build their 
thinking up to the higher levels.  
















