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Open www.pixlr.com/editor/
Open Image from Computer

http://www.pixlr.com/editor/


Choose a good quality photo of 
yourself or a relative



Go to Adjustment, then Hue & 
Saturation



Take the Saturation right down to 
remove all colour



Go to Adjustment, then Brightness 
and Contrast



Adjust the brightness and / or 
contrast to enhance the photo



Go to File, then Save. Save 
regularly throughout the process!



Save as a PXD – this means you 
can still work on it in Pixlr



Go to File, then Open Image.
Select the image you wish to 
expose on top of your portrait



You now have another window 
open with your chosen image



Use the selection tool to select the area 
you wish to copy onto your portrait



Go to Edit, then Copy 
(or hold ctrl + c)



Then, make sure you’re on the 
window with your portrait. 
Edit and Paste (or ctrl + v)



Go to Edit then Free Transform to 
adjust the size / rotate. 



Close the other window, don’t save 
the changes for that file



You now have two layers. You can 
select which layer you want to work 

with here…



If you want the landscape to be black 
and white too, make sure you are on 
the new layer and take the Saturation 
right down to remove all colour, as you 

did with the first image.

If you want the image to keep the 
colour, leave it as it is or adjust to 
enhance using the Brightness and 

Contrast as you did before.



Click on the Toggles and reduce 
the Opacity to make the layer 

slightly transparent



Use the Eraser tool to remove areas of the 
top image. Select a soft brush and reduce 
the opacity to around 50% (you can adjust 

as you experiment)



Start by removing the bottom edge 
of the landscape so that it “fits” to 

where you want it start on your 
portrait. Remove all of the hard 
edge from the bottom so that it 

blends.



Then, make sure you’re working on 
the background / portrait layer…



…and remove any of the portrait from 
under the landscape that you don’t 
want to come through. For any light 

areas of the landscape, you may want 
to increase the Opacity of the Eraser to 

100% so that you can’t see it at all...



Repeat this 
process and 
experiment. 

Repeat Copying 
and Pasting the 

image / 
repositioning / 

erasing etc. until 
you are happy 

with the position 
of the top layer.



If your landscape is black and 
white, you’ll find it merges with the 
portrait pretty much straight away. 

But, if you are 
working in colour

you’ll need to do a 
little “painting”…



The easiest way to cover the 
background is to extend the colours

of the landscape…



Zoom into the area of background 
using the slider in the Navigator



And make sure you’re working on 
the top layer



Use the Colourpicker to select the colour
you wish to extend. You’ll see the colour

appear in the box at the bottom.



Use the brush tool to “paint” over 
any unwanted background from 

your portrait.



Keep going…

Before After



You can also use the same method 
of “painting” on the photo layer to 
remove any little details that you 

don’t want in your image…



You may find that your “painting” is 
on a new layer, above the Portrait 

layer



If this is the case, right click the layer 
and click “Merge Down” from the 

options. Now those layers are together 
as one layer…



If working with colour, you could 
also experiment with the “Hue” of 

your portrait photo so that it blends 
in more…



Go to Adjustment, then Hue & 
Saturation



Click Colourise and then adjust the 
Saturation and Hue to match the tone 

of your landscape.



When you are finished, Save as a 
Jpeg and increase Quality to 100



If you have time, create 
more than one, 

experimenting further 
with the techniques-

TAKE RISKS

- add more than one texture

- experiment with colour
(Adjustments > Hue and 

Saturation > click Colorize, 
increase Saturation and adjust 

hue. Try different levels of Hue, 
Saturation and Lightness)

- experiment with revealing 
different parts of the portrait

- adjust Brightness and 
Contrast



Antonio Mora
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